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Case 1 (January 14 2016): N Engl J Med. 374(2):165-173 

 
Demographic: Male, 18 years, North America 

 
Clinical features extracted from the case and entered into the query 

box: 
fever 

lower abdominal, scrotum and groin pain 
fatigue 

low back pain 

dysuria 
eye pain 

lightheaded 
hyperferritinemia 

elevated CRP level 
normal ESR level 

cytopenia 
elevated triglyceride level 

 

STOP ! 
 

Before you read further you might want to construct your 
own: 

 Complete differential diagnosis 
 Final diagnosis 

 
In the following section you will find: 

 The differential diagnosis constructed by the MGH panel 
 The final diagnosis of the case  

 Which of the MGH panel differential diagnoses did Isabel contain 
 Did Isabel suggest the final diagnosis 

 
Differential Diagnoses considered by the MGH panel: 

Lymphoma 

 
Final Diagnosis of the case according to NEJM: 

Hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis 
 

Differential Diagnoses of the case as given by Isabel: 
Lymphoma under Neoplastic 

 
Was the final diagnosis given by Isabel: 

Yes, Hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis under Neoplastic 
 

 

http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMcpc1501306
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Isabel Checklist Differential: 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 


